


COMPLETION QUESTIONS

Story Guide Reading Tips

IF I BUILT A SCHOOL

is a type of reading where you and your child have a

conversation while reading a book. Including your child

in the telling of a story is fun, it stimulates your child's

growing brain and develops a love for reading. This

habit forms a strong foundation for future learning. 

READING STRATEGY 
DIALOGIC READING

SUMMARY
Author and Illustrator: Chris Van Dusen 

Publisher: Penguin Young Readers Group

Ages: 5-8

Reading Strategy: Completion Questions 

Completion questions ask your

child to complete a phrase or word

based on rhyme or pointing

prompt. This helps listening

comprehension, vocabulary, and

literacy confidence. 
 

This at-home extension activity helps engage
your child with the story beyond the text. 

Materials: paper and colored pencils

Imagine if you could build your own school.
Where would you like to learn? Is there a
special way you would get to class? Would
you have a zoo, a waterpark, or something
else? What would the playground look like?
What else could make your school special?

Draw your building blueprint and name your
school! 

In this story we enter Jack's mind

as he imagines a perfect school

with animals, bumper cars,

waterslides, and more!

IF YOU BUILT A SCHOOL...

In the picture above, what does the sign
say? "Welcome to ______"
How does Jack complete this sentence?:
"All of the classrooms are built onto
towers that sprout from the schoolyard
like colorful ______."
What rhyme would you use to finish this
phrase?: "My school will amaze you. My
school will astound. By far the most
fabulous school ______!" 

These completion questions engage your
child with the reading strategy. 
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