


Story Guide Reading Tips

DISTANCING QUESTIONS

HERE WE ARE: Notes for Living on Planet Earth 

is a type of reading where you and your child have a

conversation while reading a book. Including your child

in the telling of a story is fun, it stimulates your child's

growing brain and develops a love for reading. This

habit forms a strong foundation for future learning. 

READING STRATEGY DIALOGIC READING

SUMMARY
Author and Illustrator: Oliver Jeffers 

Publisher: Philomel Books

Ages: 1-5 

Reading Strategy: Distancing Questions

Distancing questions invite your

child to talk about their life. This

helps your child process their

world, connecting the story to

their experiences.  

 

Fill the bottom of your jar with rocks and
layer an inch of dirt over the rocks.
Layer leaves or plants over the dirt and fill
with water. 
Get creative and decorate the jar!  

This at-home extension activity helps engage
your child with the story beyond the text. 

The biosphere is where plants, animals, and
people live on Earth. You can build your own!

Materials: large jar, rocks, dirt, leaves, water

1.

2.

3.

This story explores the universe,

environmental responsibility, the

planet Earth, and living kindly. 

BUILD YOUR OWN BIOSPHERE

How can we take care of the planet,

each other, and ourselves?

Why is it important to be kind to the

earth and each other?

When was a time someone was kind to

you? How did it make you feel?

What is something you want to learn

more about? 

These distancing questions engage your
child with the reading strategy. 
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